
The Work of the Holy Spirit - Security

Ephesians 1:13-14

Introduction: The works of the Holy Spirit = RIBS
R – Regeneration – John 3:6
“That which is born of the flesh is ﻿﻿flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

I – Indwelling – I Cor. 6:19
“Or ﻿﻿do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, ﻿﻿and you are not your own?”
B - Baptism – I Cor. 12:13 (only in the New Testament.)
“For ﻿﻿by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— ﻿﻿
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and ﻿﻿
have all been made to drink ﻿﻿into one Spirit. 

S- Sealing – Eph. 1:13
They are simultaneous, but they are not synonymous

The eight-volume theology by Louis Sperry Chaffer lists 33 things that happen to the believer at salvation.*
The Filling of the Holy Spirit - 
This occurs in the Old Testament – Exodus 31:3; 35:31

It occurs in the New Testament - Acts 2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 9:17; 13:9; 13:52.
The Holy Spirit fills believers. This does not occur at salvation. Filling is sometimes confused with Baptism. We gave you a chart to help clarify the differences.

Filling is for doing not for being.

· The disciples/apostles received power to speak in tongues as a sign that the Holy Spirit had come.

Acts 2:4

“And ﻿﻿they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began ﻿﻿to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

· Peter received power and boldness to speak to the elders. 

Acts 4:8

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:”

Acts 4:31
“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, ﻿﻿and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”
· God had a ministry to the Gentiles for Paul.

Acts 9:17
“you may receive your sight and ﻿﻿be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 13:9﻿
“Then Saul, who also is called Paul, ﻿﻿filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, ﻿﻿you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?”
Acts 13:52
“And the disciples ﻿﻿were filled with joy and ﻿﻿with the Holy Spirit. 
We will see the main text concerning “filling” in Ephesians 5:18

“And ﻿﻿do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,”
I. The Holy Spirit is the Seal
A. The Coming of Their Salvation – 1:13a
“In Whom you also trusted, after you heard ﻿﻿the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation;”
“you also” refers to Gentiles as distinguished from the Jews, 11-12 The word “trusted” does not occur in this verse, but is a reference to that word in v. 12. Trusted is a virtual synonym for “believed.” 
The “trusting” or “believing” did not occur until after they had heard the “gospel of their salvation.” Faith is not blindly following an idea or principle. It is believing in the person, in this case, the Person of Jesus Christ who said, “Whoever believes in Me has eternal life.”
B. The Certainty of Their Salvation – 1:13b
“in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,”
1. The Process of the Sealing – 
a. They were Sealed in Christ.
“in Whom” refers to Christ as it does in v.13a
b. They were Sealed by the Father.
“were sealed” ἐσφραγίσθητε  is passive, meaning it was accomplished by someone beside them. The context has to supply the sealer. The only One left is the Father.

c. They were Sealed with the Holy Spirit.
He is the seal. Remember the context: He has just noted that the Jews had trusted in Christ. Now he is showing that the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Gentiles’ lives and ministry is the proof that they also belong to the Lord.
Peter went to Caesarea and ate with the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10). Cornelius and his household were saved and received the Holy Spirit. When Peter got back to Jerusalem, the leaders of the church called him on the carpet to explain his behavior. 
Acts 11:15
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, ﻿﻿as upon us at the beginning… (v.17) ﻿If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, ﻿﻿who was I that I could withstand God?... (v.18) ” When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, ﻿﻿“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” 

2. The Purpose of the Sealing
a. To Authenticate as Genuine. 
As above – (and Neh. 9:38) if they have the Holy Spirit, they are real.
b. To Render as Secure

Matt. 27:66
“So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.”
They used the seal of the Roman Empire. That is what they were asking Pilate for. Only a force stronger than the Roman Empire could break that seal. And He did by the hand of the angel (not to let Jesus out, but to let the disciples in.)




c. To Show Ownership

Rev. 7:3
“Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God ﻿﻿on their foreheads.”
These are Jehovah’s witnesses. They have His seal.

Paul’s point here is that the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of these Gentiles shows that they belong to God just as surely as the Jews do.
3. The Person of the Sealing
a. He is Holy 
“just as we were chosen by the Father to be holy and without blame, and redeemed by the Son from sin unto holiness so also we are also sealed by the Holy Spirit to a life of holy living.”
b. He is Spirit
We are not saved by a human being. We are not redeemed by a human being. And we are not sealed by a human being.

As Jesus told the woman at the well in Samaria, “God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” Don’t make idols of human preachers and teachers.

c. He was Promised

In the Old Testament - Joel 2:28
“And ﻿﻿it shall come to pass afterward that ﻿﻿I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;”
In the New Testament - John 14-16 and Acts 1:4-5
“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have ﻿﻿heard from Me; ﻿﻿for John truly baptized with water, ﻿﻿but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

II. The Holy Spirit is the Guarantee – 1:14
﻿
“who ﻿﻿is the ﻿﻿earnest of our inheritance ﻿“
A. The Full Payment to be Made on the Possession
The earnest (ἀρραβὼν) is a payment which obligates the contracting party to make further payments. We are the purchased possession must be understood as referring to God’s people.
I Peter 2:9
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,”
These are terms used in the O.T. of the Jewish nation. But Peter is not saying or implying that the church has replaced Israel. Peter just used similar terms to point up similar truths. As Israel was “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,” so too believers today are chosen, are priests, are holy, and belong to God. Similarity does not mean identity. 

So the Holy Spirit is the down payment on our full redemption. We are redeemed, the price has been paid. But the final payment on His possession has not been paid -- “until the redemption of ﻿﻿the purchased possession,”
B. The Final Praise to be Given to God 
“to the praise of His glory.”
Paul sums up this thought in Philippians 2:9-10
“Therefore God also ﻿﻿has highly exalted Him and ﻿﻿given Him the name which is above every name, ﻿﻿that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and ﻿﻿that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Conclusion:

What should the response of those who are the objects of this great salvation be?
1. Worship:
Oh, worship the King, All glorious above, and gratefully sing His wonderful love our shield and defender, the ancient of days Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

2. Find Encouragement.
This passage is an inspired account of the purpose of God. He uses words like chosen, purposed, predestinated, His will, His good pleasure, the counsel of His will. All of these relate to the purpose of God. It was formulated before the world began, when God chose us to be His own. It started in eternity past and reaches into eternity future. It will not – It cannot – be frustrated. In this we can find Comfort and assurance as we face a hostile world.
3. We should have a renewed dedication to do our part to carry out this plan. We are His chosen people to do this.
Let us not follow the example of the previous “chosen people”
H.H. Rowley wrote:

“To be the elect of God is not to be his pamper favorites. It is to be challenged to loyalty, service and sacrifice that knows no limits. It is to feel the constraints of Divine Love to such a degree that no response can seem adequate and no service worthy. AMEN”
*Things Accomplished at Salvation

1. In the Eternal Plan of God - Rom. 8:29-30

2. Redeemed - I Pet. 2:1

3. Reconciled - II Cor. 5:18-19

4. Propitiated - I John 2:2

5. Forgiven - Col. 2:13

6. Joined to Christ - Rom. 6

7. Free from the Law - II Cor. 3; Heb. 8: 8-13

8. Children of God - John 1:12

9. Adopted - Eph. 1:4-5

10. Acceptable to God by Jesus Christ - Eph. 1:6

11. Justified - Rom. 3:26

12. Brought near to God - Eph. 2:13

13. Delivered from the Power of Darkness - Col. 1:13

14. Translated into the Kingdom of the Son of His Love - Col. 1:13

15. On the Rock, Christ Jesus - I Cor. 3:11

16. A Gift from God the Father to Christ - John 17

17. Circumcised in Christ - Col. 2:11

18. Partakers of the Holy and Royal Priesthood - I Pet. 2:5 A Chosen Generation, a Holy Nation
19. A Peculiar People - I Pet. 2:9

20. Heavenly Citizens - Phil. 3:20

21. Of the Family and Household of God - Eph.2:19

22. In the Fellowship of the Saints - John 17:21

23. A Heavenly Association-Partners with Christ - I Cor.1:9

24. Having Access to God - Rom.5:2

25. Within the "Much More" Care of God - Rom.5:8-10

26. His Inheritance - Eph.1:18

27. The Inheritance of the Saints - I Pet.1:4

28. Light in the Lord - Eph. 5:8

29. Vitally United to the Triune God - Eph.4:6; John 14:20; I Cor.6:19

30. Blessed with the Earnest or First-Fruits of the Spirit - Eph. 1:14

31. Glorified - Rom. 8:30

32. Complete in Him - Col. 2:9-10

33. Possessing Every Spiritual Blessing - Eph. 1:3

(1) Chafer, III, 234-265
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